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to its use, the side effects to be watched for, including allergic symptoms, the possible
cross-reactions with other medications, the probabilities of antibiotic resistance and
the best antibiotics to substitute in that event, and no sense of the advantages and
disadvantages ofoneantibioticoveranother. This program is merely a computer listing
ofantibiotic names, without the other necessary information that would be found in a
book on medical therapy. Because of the lack of in-depth information, I find it
inadequate for the purpose for which it was written, as I stated above. Microbes is a
good beginning that has been published too soon; much more development is needed
before I could recommend its purchase.
JAMES F. JEKEL
Department ofEpidemiology andPublic Health
Yale University School ofMedicine
HEALTH PROBE HEALTH ANALYSIS®. Greenwood, IN, Healthcare Data, 1987. One
disk for IBM and compatibles. $149.00.
Health Probe is a menu-driven medical history and risk assessment program that is
meant to be used in the context of regular medical care. It elicits about 200 frames of
questions (usually, five in each frame) from the patient and then prints out a detailed
summary of the findings and an analysis of the risks and the medical history. It
suggests, furthermore, that the doctor consider a number of factors in the differential
diagnosis and then lists a number of suggestions that might be useful in prevention.
The program is an extremely easy environment to enter and work in. Patients can learn
in a minute or two how to operate the program, and most would take from 20 to 30
minutes to answer all ofthe questions. When the last question has been answered, the
program computes for a minute or so and then asks ifthe operator wants to look at the
results or to print out the program. I doubt, however, that the physician would want the
patient to look over the printout and possibly see serious things in the differential
diagnosis, such as cancer, even though these are stated cautiously.
Ofeven greater concern, the program lists the ten most recent patient histories and
asks which one she or he wants to examine. On my disk there is nothing to prevent a
patient from looking at the medical histories already recorded by other patients! That
possibility would make most patients uncomfortable about the data he or she hasjust
given. I talked with the program's developer, Dr. Douglas A. Darbro, and he is going to
install a password system so that only the physician or his designate could look at, or
print out, any ofthe results. This password system should be an adequate "fix" for the
problem, and the corrected program probably will be available for all ofthe programs
sold by the time this review is published. [NOTE: Because ofmy objection that patients
could review their own or other patient reports, the author has now inserted a password
system that must be activated before any files can be examined or printed. This
appears to be an adequate "fix" for this potential problem.]
To try out the program, I first answered all of the questions for myself. They
consisted of a medical review of systems (ever happened), a review of medical
procedures, a family history, and events and symptoms from the most recent year. To
theprogram'scredit, social and emotional factors arestrongly built intothe system and
the analysis. The program faithfully printed out all of my deficiencies, often in more
than one place, and it was right on target with some ofits preventive suggestions. I was
pleased to discover that, " . . . bearing the unforseen, a minimum lifespan ofat least 77
years can be expected." I was, however, strongly castigated for not taking time to94 SOFTWARE REVIEWS
"SMELL THE ROSES" (upper-case letters are the program's). The program thought
I didn't smell the roses because I was leading too hectic a life. Although busy, I do
nonetheless take time for such things, but I answered "No" to that question because of
rather severe allergies! Nevertheless, as a patient who had just spent a considerable
amount of time entering the data, I was pleased the program remembered everything
and wrote it out so my doctor wouldn't miss a thing. I liked the program's concern for
mywelfare with its prevention recommendations. I was beginning to feel it was human,
at least until the "ROSES" episode.
Then I entered fictitious data regarding a 47-year-old, obese, widowed, factory
worker with high blood lipids, chest discomfort, and a family history rampant with
cardiovascular disease. The program picked up on the cardiovascular disease, but its
recommendations were generally no stronger than they were for me, even though I
have a good cardiovascular history. That fact bothered me, partly because it
introduced the suspicion that the machine was not human after all and was only
throwing out suggestions as a reflex. The severity was considered, however, when
calculating the probable lifespan: although the patient was younger than I, he could
only expect to live to age 69. Given the history I entered, however, I rather doubt the
patient would have survived another 22 years.
Although this program will probably not be considered state-of-the-art after a few
years, it is an excellent, user-friendly, and reasonably priced adjunct to medical care
that could profitably be used by physicians to make sure important data are not missed
and to ensure reasonable recommendations of a preventive nature. Moreover, some-
thing else that is essential with software is very well provided; ifyou have problems, the
program's developer is accessible by telephone, and he is friendly and helpful. If you
want what this program offers, I doubt you could find more for the money.
JAMES F. JEKEL
Department ofEpidemiology andPublic Health
Yale University School ofMedicine
MANUSCRIPT MANAGER,@ CBE STYLE. By Barney Stone, Maurizio Barbatano,
Amiran Elwork, Terry B. Gutkin, and Phyllis Hall. Elmsford, NY, Pergamon Press
Inc., 1986. For Apple Ile or lIc, 128K. One 51/4 disk and 286-page manual. $195.00.
Manuscript Manager is a word processor program which automatically formats
according to the stylistic rules contained in the fifth edition of the Council ofBiology
Editors (CBE) Style Manual. It is designed fortheApple IleortheApple Ilcwith two
disk drives. It also works with one-disk-drive systems, but a fair amount of disk
swapping is involved. Manuscript Manager requires either 128K memory or an
extended 80-column card, and it works with almost any Apple II compatible printer. It
may be used for general word processing, but it is ideal for manuscripts requiring the
CBE editorial style.
Manuscript Manager should certainly rank on the market as one of the simplest
programs to use. The program comes with a reference manual which allows the user
quickly to locate instructions for using any desired feature. The manual contains a set
of four lessons designed to familiarize the user with all of the program's functions.
Although the manual is very thorough and easy to use, it is unnecessary because the
program has 70 built-in tutor screens to which the user may refer simply by pressing a
key. The tutors lead the user step by step through any operation he or she may
choose.